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Introduction

Thinking more generally about inequality than poverty per se

From my perspective

most socioeconomic inequality comes from income inequality
most income inequality comes from earnings inequality
the determinants of earnings inequality are wage inequality and
employment rates

Thus anyone interested in inequality should think about wage
inequality and employment
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Outline

In my 20 minutes I want to give a broad overview of trends in the labor
market over time

The focus is on what happened rather than what is driving these trends

I will discuss on four things:

Employment
Overall Wage Inequality
Trends by Race and Gender
Changes in Education Premium
Industry and Occupational Shifts

Sources: Acemoglu and Autor 2011 Handbooks of Labor Economics
chapter, Juhn and Potter, Journal of Economic Perspectives, 2006, my
own direct calculations
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Overall Log Wage Inequality over Time
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Race and Gender
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Returns to Education
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Instrustrial Change
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Occupational Change
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